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“Lighting the Boulevard”

Atlantic Avenue Lower Development Corporation

Q:    What is “Lighting the Boulevard”? 

A: 
“Lighting the Boulevard” is the first LED-based streetscape lighting installation developed in the country.  This innovative lighting program was designed to enhance the nighttime experience on Atlantic Avenue while decreasing energy costs by 80%, and providing building exterior illumination for up to 10 years with virtually no maintenance. The initial special preview spotlights the first phase of the installation on Atlantic Avenue between Hoyt and Bond streets. Upon completion, the streetscape will span the Avenue from the southern end of Brooklyn Bridge Park to the Brooklyn Academy of Music (BAM) Cultural District at the western edge of Fort Greene.  A total of 14 fixtures comprising the “pilot block” will be installed by the end of November. 
Q: 
Why is Atlantic Avenue, Brooklyn’s “main street,” the ideal place to introduce the LED-based lighting technology?
A:
The donation of OSRAM’s recently developed LED technology to the Atlantic Avenue LDC, provided the opportunity to solve a community problem and feature innovative lighting in a non-traditional application.  According to a 2002 Master Plan analysis conducted by Civitas, Inc., Atlantic Avenue suffers from gaps in streetscape amenities, including street trees and street/pedestrian lighting.  Filling in the shadow gaps with lighting will enhance the overall streetscape character and improve the sense of safety. The novel lighting solution will reinvigorate the neighborhood experience at night for more than 40,000 residents, pedestrians, and retailers.
Q: 
Who’s involved with the program?

A:
The Atlantic Avenue Local Development Corporation (LDC) is responsible for the project.  Internationally renowned lighting artist, Leni Schwendinger, principal of Leni Schwendinger Light Projects LTD, has been retained by the LDC to conceptualize the overall program, and create and manage the design process.   Schwendinger worked with lighting leader OSRAM SYLVANIA, which donated its new DRAGON® Tape System Solution®, a new LED-based light source, and DesignPlan, a leading lighting fixture designer to bring the lighting program to life.   The LDC and Schwendinger also worked with Bayview Construction to coordinate technical details of installation for their doorways.

Finally, the LDC and Schwendinger worked extensively with local merchants and community advocates to review the program and the design.  

Q:
What is the overall design approach?

A:
The challenge was to illuminate both threshold and sidewalk.  The LDC was eager to use low-energy light sources.  The imaginative concept developed by Schwendinger provided a structure that allowed each individual storeowner to contribute to the civic space.  Each installation is simultaneously significant to the entire streetscape, and beneficial to the particular business as it illuminates the individual doorway with a unique, customized fixture. 
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